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Song 16 

Description of the Girlfriends of 
Srimati Radharani, the Chief Heroine 
Verse 1-2 
(1-2) 

nayikar siromani, braje radha thakurani, 
panca-bidha sakhi-gana ta'r 
sakhi, nitya-sakhi ara, prana-sakhi atahpara, 
priya-sakhi—ei hoilo car 

pancama parama-presta, sakhi-gana madhye sresta, 
boli saba, suno vivarana 
kusumika vindhyavati, dhanistadi braja-sati, 
sakhi-gana-madhyete ganana 
TRANSLATION 

The transcendental Goddess, Sri Radha Thakurani, is the crown jewel of all heroines (nayikas). She 
has five different types of girlfriends in Vraja, whose divisions are: 1) the sakhis, 2) the nitya-sakhis, 
3) the prana-sakhis, 4) the priya-sakhis, and 5) the parama-presta-sakhis. This last group is 
undoubtedly the best of all, for they are the most dear to Sri Radha. Please listen as I describe these 
dear girlfriends of Hers. Counted amongst the sakhis are Kusumika, Vindhyavati and Dhanista, who 
are very chaste in Vraja-dhama. 

Verse 3 

( 3 ) 

sri rupa, rati, kasturi, sri guna, mani-manjari, 
prabhrti radhika-nitya-sakhi 
prana-sakhi bahu ta'r, basanti, nayika ar, 
pradhana tahar sasi-mukhi 
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TRANSLATION 

The nitya-sakhis include Sri Rupa Manjari, Sri Rati Manjari, Sri Guna Manjari and others. 
Radharani's prana-sakhis are numerous, including Sri Vasanti and Sri Nayika, and the principle gopi 
of this division is Sri Sasi-mukhi. 

Verse 4 

( 4 ) 

kurangaksi, manju-kesi, sumadhya, madanalasi, 
kamala, madhuri, kama-lata 
kandarpa-sundari ar, madhavi, malati ar, 
sasi-kala, radha-seva rata 
TRANSLATION 

The priya-sakhis include Kurangaksi, Manju-kesi, Sumadhya, Madanalasi, Kamala, Madhuri, Kama- 
lata, Kandarpa-sundari, Madhavi, Malati, and Sasi-kala, who are all fondly attached to rendering 
service to Srimati Radharani. 

Verse 5 

( 5 ) 

lalita, visakha, citra, tunga-vidya, campa-lata, 

indu-lekha, ranga-devi sati 

sudeviti asta jana, parama-presta sakhi-gana, 

radha-krsne seve eka mati 

TRANSLATION 

There are eight parama-presta-sakhis, whose only concern is to selflessly serve Radha-Krsna in 
every aspect of their existence. They are Lalita, Visakha, Citra, Tunga-vidya, Campaka-lata, Indu- 
lekha, Ranga-devi and Sudevi; they are the most chaste of all the sakhis. 

-ref. Ujjvala-nilamani chapter 4 - 

»> Ref. VedaBase => Verse 5 


Cousata Mahantas (Lord Caitanya's 64 most confidential devotees) 

In Their Vrndavana nitya madhurya lila Radha and Krishna are served by loving devotees with 
different degrees of intimacy. Manjaris, for example, are sweet innocent girls who assist Srimati 
Radharani even when She's alone with Lord Syamasundara. Other servants keep some distance, and 
please the Divine Couple by collecting fruits, flowers, sandalwood and other items. Acaryas list eight 
topmost devotees of Radharani as the asta-sakhis: Lalita-sakhi, Visakha- sakhi, Ranga devi, 
Campakalata, Citra, Indulekha, Tungavidya, Sudevi. Each of these gopis has eight gopis serving 
under them. 8 x 8 = 64 very confidential associates. 

When Radha and Krishna descend to this world as Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu these same 64 eternal 
associates take male forms to serve Lord Caitanya's sankirtana pastimes. As you will see, the 
number of the Lord's intimate associates exceeds 64, but authorities use the number 64 because this 
is an auspicious number. Slight variations appear in different listings of the 64 most intimate 
devotees. The devotees listed below, however, are most often mentioned. Most of these eternal 
associates of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu have samadhis in the 64 Samadhis Area in Vrndavana. 
GVSV: The 64 Mahantas 
The 64 Mahantas 

The Panca-Tattva stand on a six-sided jeweled simhasana in the center of the Yogapitha at Sridham 
Mayapur, Navadvipa. 8 Mahantas surround them like petals of a lotus flower. 

8 Mahantas, equal to Radha's asta-sakhis, and 8 group members: 

GVSV: Svarupa Damodara 

1. Svarupa Damodara—Candrasekhara Acarya, Ratnagarbha Thakura, Sri Govinda, Sri Garuda 
Pandit, Sri Mukunda, Damodara Pandit, Krishna Dasa Thakura, Krishnananda Thakura. 

GVSV: Ramananda Raya 
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2. Ramananda Raya—Madhava Acarya, Dvija Subhananda, Ramacandra Datta, Vasudeva Datta, 
Nandanacarya, Sankara Thakura, Sudarshan Thakura, Subuddhi Raya. 

GVSV: Govindananda Thakura 

3. Govindananda Thakura—Sri Rama Pandit, Jagannatha Dasa, Jagadish Pandit, Sadasiva Kaviraja, 
Sri Mukunda Raya, Sri Mukundananda, Purandara Acarya, Narayana Vacaspati. 

GVSV: Ramananda Vasu 

4. Ramananda Vasu—Paramananda Thakura, Ballava Thakura, Jagadish Thakura, Vanamali Dasa, 
Srikara Pandit, Srinatha Mishra, Lakhan Acarya, Purusottama Pandit. 

GVSV: Sivananda Sena 

5. Sivananda Sena—Sri Makaradhvaja Datta, Raghunatha Datta, Sri Madhu Pandit, Vishnu Dasa 
Acarya, Purandara Mishra, Govinda Thakura, Paramananda Gupta, Balarama Dasa. 

GVSV: Govinda Ghosh 

6. Govinda Ghosh—Kashi Mishra, Sikhi Mahiti, Sriman Pandit, Bada Haridasa, Kavicandra 
Thakura, Hiranyagarbha Thakura, Jagannatha Sena, Dvija Pitambar. 

GVSV: Madhava Ghosh (or Vakresvara Pandit) 

7. Madhava Ghosh (or Vakresvara Pandit)—Sri Makaradvaja Sena, Sri Vidhyavacaspati, Sri 
Govinda Thakura, Sri Kavi Karnapura, Sri Kanta Thakura, Madhava Pandit, Prabodhananda 
Sarasvati, Balabhadra Bhattacarya. 

GVSV: Vasudeva Ghosh 

8. Vasudeva Ghosh—Raghava Pandit, Murari Caitanya, Makardhvaja Pandit, Kansari Sena, Sri Jiva 
Pandit, Sri Mukunda Kaviraja, Chota Haridasa, Kavicandra. 

GVSV: The Eight Gosvamis 

The Eight Gosvamis—Sri Rupa, Sri Sanatana, Sri Lokanatha, Sri Raghunatha Dasa, Sri Raghunatha 
Bhatta, Sri Jiva, Sri Gopala Bhatta, Krishna Dasa Kaviraja. 

GVSV: The Eight Kavirajas (including Sri Jahnava Devi) 

The Eight Kavirajas (including Sri Jahnava Devi)—Govinda Kaviraja, Karnapura Kaviraja, Nrsimha 
Kaviraja, Bhagavan Kaviraja, Ballavikanta, Gopiramana, Gokula Kaviraja. 

GVSV: The Dvadasa Gopalas (twelve cowherd boys) 

The Dvadasa Gopalas (twelve cowherd boys):—Abhirama Gopala, Sundarananda, Dhananjaya, 
Gauridasa Pandit, Kamalakara Pippalai, Uddharana Datta Thakura, Mahesh Pandit, Purusottama 
Dasa, Nagar Purusottama, Paramesvara Dasa, Kholveca Sridhara, Kala Krishna Dasa. 

GVSV: The Four Gate Keepers 

The Four Gate Keepers—Mukunda Dasa, Saranga Thakura, Govinda Acarya, Vamsivadana Dasa. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF ETERNAL ASSOCIATES LISTED: 104, although generally this list is 
called the 64 Mahants. 

»> Ref. VedaBase => GVSV: The Four Gate Keepers 


PRD Chapter 6 

Sannyasa Years at Radha-Damodara 

1959 was a momentous year for Srila Prabhupada. He moved into the eternal association of Sri 
Rupa Goswami (Sri Rupa Manjari) and Sri Jiva Goswami (Vilas Manjari) at the lotus feet of Sri Sri 
Radha-Damodara He formally renounced material life by accepting sannyasa. And in Delhi, be 
commenced his life’s main work and masterpiece, translating and commenting upon the Srimad 
Bhagavatam. 

Srila Prabhupada relates the events leading to his entering the renounced order of life. 

Srila Prabhupada: “I was sitting alone in Vrindavan, writing. My Godbrother insisted to me, 
‘Bhaktivedanta Prabhu, you must do it. Without accepting the renounced order of life, nobody can 
become a preacher.’ So he insisted. He wanted me to become a preacher, so he forced me through 
this Godbrother, ‘You accept.’ So, unwillingly, I accepted.” (SPL I p. 228) 
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In Srila Prabhupada Lilamrta, Satsvarupa das Goswami describes Prabhupada’s relocating from 
Vamsi Gopal to Radha-Damodara temple. 

Satsvarupa das Goswami: “One day Gourachand Goswami, proprietor of the Radha-Damodara 
temple, approached Stila Prabhupada inviting him to come live at the Radha-Damodara temple; 
being the eternal home of Jiva Goswami and Rupa Goswami, it would be more suitable for his 
writing and translating. Stila Prabhupada was interested. He never stopped his regular visits there, 
and he always felt inspired in the presence of the samadhi tombs of the great leaders of Lord 
Chaitanya’s movement, Jiva Goswami and Rupa Goswami.” (SPL I p. 234) 

Although his rooms at Radha-Damodara were austere and poorly appointed, they gave Prabhupada 
direct access to the spiritual opulence of intimate association with the great Goswamis, Sri Rupa and 
Sri Jiva. It was one of Vrindavan’s most important temples, previously the headquarters of the 
Goswamis where they would meet to take prasadam and talk about Krishna. Prabhupada first 
stayed in two rooms upstairs, while commuting between Vrindavan and Delhi. He was actively 
writing articles for and distributing both Hindi and English transcendental tabloids, Bhagavat 
Darsan, and Back to Godhead. 

Srila Prabhupada: “Regarding the Radha-Damodara temple, because it is one of the most important 
temples in Vrindavan, I took shelter in this temple, just to improve the dilapidated condition.” (S.P. 
Letters 14/11/68) 

Another reason for Prabhupada’s move to the Radha-Damodara temple is told here. 

Gopal Ghosh: “Prabhupada told me a dream he once had. Prabhupada said he dreamed that he saw 
many Vaisnavas chanting Hari Nam Sankirtan and dancing as they circumambulated Rupa 
Goswami’s samadhi. At the same time, Rupa Goswami way sitting beneath a tamarind tree. A large 
clay waterpot sat besides Rupa Goswami, who was watching the devotees chanting. 

“Suddenly a bright ray of light emanated from Rupa Goswami and shined fully on Srila Prabhupada. 
Prabhupada said that from that day I told Rupa Goswami, ‘I shall stay at Radha-Damodara and 
perform bhajan.’” 

Spending his first six sannyasa years at the Radha-Damodara temple, Prabhupada absorbed the 
mood, mercy, and mission of Sri Rupa Goswami and Sri Jiva Goswami. As a rupanuga, a dedicated 
follower of Rupa Goswami, Srila Prabhupada found the ideal situation. 

The Goswamis provided Prabhupada with guidance and inspiration to execute his external service to 
his spiritual master, presenting Krishna consciousness in English. In addition, the Radha-Damodara 
temple had the largest collection of original writings by the six Goswamis and their followers - more 
than two thousand separate manuscripts, many 300-400 years old. Rupa Goswami and Jiva 
Goswami, with a combined literary output of over half a million authorized verses on the science of 
devotional service, were definitely the most prolific writers among the Goswamis. Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu directly empowered Rupa and Jiva Goswamis to write books on bhakti. And they, in 
turn, infused Srila Prabhupada with the dynamic spiritual energy to compile seventy volumes of 
authentic Vaisnava scriptures, totalling over nine million words in praise of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Sri Krishna. 

Residing at Radha-Damodara temple was also conducive for Prabhupada’s internal devotional 
service, as a personal attendant to Sri Rupa Manjari, Rupa Goswami’s spiritual form in Goloka 
Vrindavan. When asked whether Radha-Damodara was the best place for Prabhupada to render his 
external service of translating and preaching and his internal service to Radha-Krishna, Narayan 
Maharaj replied: 

“Yes, Rupa Goswami has done the same thing. And under the guidance of Rupa Goswami, Swami 
Maharaj (Srila Prabhupada) has also done, both externally and internally. Internally, he was 
engaged in the service of Srimati Radhika and Krishna there. Rupa Goswami was a manjari, so he 
was manjari. He was given the gopi (sannyasa) mantra.” 

In Goloka Vrindavan, Srimati Radharani is lovingly served by eight principle gopis of whom Lalita 
sakhi is Her dearest friend. These intimate maidservants, of Srimati Radhika are assisted by eight 
main manjaris, with Sri Rupa Manjari being the leader. They please the sweet divine couple by 
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carrying messages, preparing tasty beverages, stringing fragrant flower garlands, offering betel nut, 
decorating the kunjas, fanning, etc. 

In their pure spiritual forms as maidservant manjaris, the six Goswamis plus Lokanatha and Krishna 
das Kaviraj Goswamis comprise the inner circle of manjaris. Since Lord Chaitanya’s time, all the 
Gaudiya Vaisnava acaryas, in their spiritual manjari forms, serve Lalita, Visakha, and Radha- 
Shyamasundar under the direction of Sri Rupa Manjari (Rupa Goswami). The spiritual forms of the 
prominent Gaudiya Vaisnava acaryas are listed here: 

1. Rupa Goswami - Rupa Manjari 

2. Jiva Goswami - Vilas Manjari 

3. Sanatana Goswami - Labanga Manjari 

4. Raghunatha das Goswami - Rati, Rasa Manjari 

5. Raghunatha Bhatta Goswami - Raga Manjari 

6. Gopala Bhatta Goswami - Guna, Ananga Manjari 

7. Krishna das Kaviraj - Kasturi Manjari 

8. Lokanath Goswami - Manjulali Manjari 

9. Narottama das Thakur - Camak Manjari 

10. Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakur - Vinoda Manjari 

11. Jagannath das Babaji - Rasika Manjari 

12. Bhaktivinoda Thakur -Kamala Manjari 

13. Gaurakisor das Babaji - Guna Manjari 

14. Bhaktisiddhanta - Nayana Manjari 

In Teachings of Lord Caitanya, Srila Prabhupada describes the manjaris: 

“It is very difficult to express the manjaris’ dealings with Krishna because they have no desire to mix 
with Krishna or enjoy Him personally. Rather, they are always ready to help Radharani associate 
with Krishna. Their affection for Krishna and Radharani is so pure that they are simply satisfied 
when Radha and Krishna are together. Indeed their transcendental pleasure is in seeing Radha and 
Krishna united. The actual form of Radharani is just like a creeper embracing the tree of Krishna, 
and the damsels of Vraja, the associates of Radharani, are just like the leaves and flowers of that 
creeper.” (TLC p. 331) 

At the present time, the spiritual form of Srila Prabhupada is unknown, but from his activities, 
writings, and lectures we can understand that he is a very dear and confidential associate of Sri Rupa 
Goswami. 

A librarian and an Indian army officer advised Prabhupada to write books, a permanent 
contribution, instead of newspapers which were soon discarded. Prabhupada chose the Srimad 
Bhagavatam because it is the most comprehensive and authoritative Vaisnava scripture. His spiritual 
master, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, and other distinguished acaryas, including Bhaktivinoda Thakur, 
Jiva Goswami, and Visvanath Cakravarti Thakur had commented upon Srimad Bhagavatam. Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu recommends Srimad Bhagavatam as the spotless Vedic literature. Rupa 
Goswami mentions in Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu that hearing Srimad Bhagavatam is one of the five 
most essential devotional activities. 

Simultaneous to dwelling at Radha-Damodara, Prabhupada established a Delhi office at Krishna 
Pandit’s Radha-Krishna temple where Prabhupada actually began his magnum opus of translating 
the Srimad Bhagavatam. 

Krishna Pandit: “Prabhupada used to translate Srimad Bhagavatam before dawn, about three A.M. 
In the beginning there was no typewriter, but then he arranged a portable typewriter. Everyday he 
was typing. And he himself was reading some Bhagavatam.” (SPL I p. 243) 

In the fall of 1960, after printing Easy Journey to Other Planets, his first paperback book, 
Prabhupada became convinced of the need for books. 

Satsvarupa das Goswami: “To preach he would have to have books - especially if he were to go to 
the West. With books he could create a spiritual revolution. And if he could publish even a few 
books, his preaching would be enhanced, he could go abroad with confidence and not appear empty 
handed.” (SPL I p. 241) 
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Prabhupada preferred to live in Vrindavan for translating but he was frequently detained in Delhi 
for printing and distributing his books. One day while staying a few days upstairs in his rooms at 
Radha-Damodara, Prabhupada was offered two rooms downstairs. 

Srila Prabhupada: “I was staying in two rooms upstairs, then one of the Goswamis asked me if I 
would like to stay in the two rooms below where one Babaji who was taking care of the tombs, 
stayed. The rooms were dilapidated, so he proposed that I fix the rooms and whatever I pay as rent 
would be all right. I invested about one thousand rupees and paid five rupees monthly.” (SP Letters 
73-9-4) 

It took Prabhupada three years (1959-1962) to save one thousand rupees needed to repair the 

downstairs rooms. Whatever money he managed to collect was immediately utilized for printing the 

message of Krishna consciousness. Comfortable surroundings and palatable meals didn’t concern 

him. Prabhupada thought of others, not himself, and by this selfless compassion he garnered the 

grace of the Goswamis. Prabhupada’s Damodara pastimes aptly fit the description of the six 

Goswamis given in Srinivas Acarya’s bhajan, Prayers to the Six Goswamis. 

nana sastra vicaranaika nipunau sad dharma samsthapakau 

lokanam hita karinau tri-bhuvane nanyau saranyakarau 

radha krishna padaravinda bhajananandena mattalikau 

vande rupa sanatana raghu yugau sri jiva gopalakau 

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Goswamis who are very expert in scrutinizingly 
studying all the revealed scriptures with the aim of establishing eternal religious principles for the 
benefit of all human beings. Thus, they are honored all over the three worlds, and they are worth 
taking shelter of because they are absorbed in the mood of the gopis and are engaged in the 
transcendental loving service of Radha and Krishna.” 

At one A.M., in the stillness of night by kerosene light, Srila Prabhupada would begin pouring out 
his Bhaktivedanta purports to Srimad Bhagavatam. After working a few hours, Prabhupada would 
chant japa in his room, or sitting before Rupa Goswami’s samadhi, or while pacing the eighteen foot 
long veranda connecting his kitchen and bedroom. From his desk he could view the large, beaming 
lotus face of Vrindavanchandra, the tallest Krishna Deity on Damodara’s altar. 

Although more than one hundred and eight samadhis stand in the Radha-Damodara temple 
compound, Srila Prabhupada’s daily routine included temple circumambulation and obeisances at 
four samadhis: Rupa Goswami, Jiva Goswami, Krishna das Kaviraj, and Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. 
At ten A.M., Srila Prabhupada would visit neighboring temples for darsan, purchase vegetables and 
return by eleven to cook. Using a kerosene burner and a three-tiered cooker, Prabhupada would 
prepare rice, dahl, potatoes, chapatis and sometimes sabji. He took once a day at noon and at night a 
cup of hot milk. Prabhupada would honor the maha-prasadam of Radha-Damodara whenever it was 
impossible to cook for himself. 

Daily Prabhupada would gaze upon Rupa Goswami’s samadhi while taking prasadam in his kitchen. 
Many years later Prabhupada said that he received great inspiration from Rupa Goswami, and that 
the plans for the Krishna consciousness movement were formulated during his years at Radha- 
Damodara. After lunch prasadam he would rest for fifteen minutes, and then write. 

It is amazing that Srila Prabhupada had so much self-control that he rested for only fifteen minutes, 
despite being surrounded by a severely harsh environment. It was summer then, and summers in 
Vrindavan are so oppressively hot that many sadhus expire on the street. The temperature often 
remains above one hundred and fifteen degrees Fahrenheit for several days. Ironically enough, 
during the hottest part of the day, right after lunch, the electric power invariably cuts off, making a 
ceiling fan useless. Consequently, Srila Prabhupada had to endure great austerities while writing in 
his rooms and waiting for the mid day heat to abate. 

In the caressing coolness of evening, Srila Prabhupada would occasionally talk with friends while 
sitting on his veranda. In 1962, Srila Prabhupada spent a solitary summer working on Srimad 
Bhagavatam. 

Beginning in September 1962, Prabhupada resided in Delhi for four months while laboring 
vigorously to publish the first volume of Srimad Bhagavatam. Prabhupada personally hauled paper, 
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proofread manuscripts, arranged for binding, checked the covers, collected donations for publishing 
and supervised the printing and distribution. With one thousand one hundred copies of his newly 
published Srimad Bhagavatam in hand, Srila Prabhupada began the new year by selling them, and 
presenting Srimad Bhagavatam to notables like Dr. Radha Krishna and Hanuman Prasad Poddar, 
Gita Press founder. 

Prabhupada also placed his Srimad Bhagavatam volumes in the leading libraries, universities, 
schools and institutions. The U.S. Embassy took eighteen copies for American distribution. 
Favorable book reviews from publishers, politicians, and Godbrothers proved the value of Srimad 
Bhagavatam, and the success of Srila Prabhupada’s efforts. 

Prabhupada happily returned to Vrindavan to finish volume two of Srimad Bhagavatam. After 
many months of determined writing, Prabhupada returned to Delhi late in 1963, anxious to secure 
funds for printing volume two. He stayed in Delhi to promote his book among such luminaries as 
India’s Prime Minister Lai Bahadur Shastri and the Vice President Zakim Hussain. 

In June 1964, Srila Prabhupada settled back in the serene surroundings of Radha-Damodara to 
complete the last volume of the First Canto of Srimad Bhagavatam. A July jaunt to see Sumati 
Morarji of Scindia Steamship Company, secured sufficient funds to print Prabhupada’s Bhagavatam. 
On August 31,1964, Srila Prabhupada organized a successful Janmastami celebration at the Radha- 
Damodara temple in order to promote Srimad Bhagavatam and his anticipated worldwide 
preaching. To publicize the event he passed out a small booklet, announcing U.P. Governor 
Biswanath Das as special guest, featuring Gaudiya Kirtan Performances, and book reviews and an 
advertisement with prices and mailing address for his Srimad Bhagavatam. 

On this day, Srila Prabhupada very expertly engaged the exuberant energies of his young friend, 
Gopal Ghosh. 

Gopal Ghosh: “I preached on that day with one ricksaw. Prabhupada gave me money to rent one 
ricksaw equipped with a loudspeaker and sound system. For one hour I rode around Vrindavan, 
announcing in both Hindi and Bengali: ‘One meeting will be held on Janmastami day at the Radha- 
Damodara temple, please attend.’ Many dignitaries attended like U.P. Governor, the 
Superintendent of Police, District Magistrate and all others. Prabhupada distributed freely many 
autographed copies of his Srimad Bhagavatam books to the temple leaders like Visvambhar 
Goswami of Radha-Raman temple. At that time I asked Prabhupadaji for a copy of Srimad 
Bhagavatam and Stila Prabhupada said, ‘Oh, this is very hard, very hard English, I shall give you 
Bengali. After some time, I shall print in Bengali and give you one.’” 

In January 1965, Srila Prabhupada left the Radha-Damodara temple, destined for America, and he 
didn’t return for two years. He printed Volume three of Srimad Bhagavatam in January, sold them 
in Bombay in March, and until June 10,1965, he stayed in Delhi acquiring a passport and 
sponsorship papers for traveling to the United States. Prabhupada returned to Bombay where he 
obtained free passage to New York aboard the Scindia Steamship, “Jaladuta”. 

Srila Prabhupada had unswerving faith in his guru’s order to preach in the English speaking 
countries. And he had absolute confidence in the unlimited spiritual potency of Lord Krishna’s holy 
names. Before leaving his rooms at Radha-Damodara for his preaching mission, Prabhupada had 
this interesting conversation. 

Narayan Maharaj: “Often we would have kirtan in his room at Radha-Damodara; Prabhupada 
played mrdanga, I played kartals. He used to tell me how he was planning to go to America and 
other Western countries. He said, I want to preach as Prabhupada (Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati) has 
ordered me, and I want to publish BTG in huge scale, and preach in Western countries. If there will 
be need, I will establish boarding facilities for interested people. If they want, I will give meat also, 
and eggs also, and wine also.’ 

‘“I believe that after hearing Hari Nam Sankirtan and the siksa (instructions) of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, then certainly they will reject all these things, and surely they will become pure 
Vaisnavas.’” 

With Rupa Goswami, Jiva Goswami and Radha-Damodara behind him, Srila Prabhupada cruised 
out of Calcutta on August 13,1965, to carry the teachings of the six Goswamis and Krishna 
consciousness throughout the world. 
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Jiva Goswami is the actual father of transcendental book distribution, and the Radha-Damodara 
temple is the place from which it began, three hundred eighty-three years before Prabhupada came 
to America with his trunk full of Srimad Bhagavatams. Knowing that Krishna consciousness 
eradicates all suffering, Sri Jiva Goswami, in J582 at Radha-Damodara temple, commanded his siksa 
disciples, Narottam das Thakur, Srinivas Acarya and Shyamananda Prabhu to copy all the Goswami 
scriptures and give them to people of Bengal and Orissa. 

Srila Prabhupada imbibed the same order from Jiva Goswami, and similarly took the Goswamis’ 
teachings out of Vrindavan. In Prabhupada’s case, however, Krishna employed him as an instrument 
to distribute the soothing balm of Krishna consciousness to relieve suffering humanity, not only in 
India, but everywhere. Srila Prabhupada himself was an embodiment of the pure devotional 
directions of Srimad Bhagavatam. By his divine contact, thousands of hungry souls received 
emotional satisfaction and fulfilling spiritual realizations. 

Srila Prabhupada purely presented the Absolute Truth through the medium of Srimad Bhagavatam, 
which gives exact spiritual guidelines, transcendental inspiration and practical standards for 
organizing a God-centered society wherein every living entity can enjoy the fullest measure of 
happiness, peace and prosperity. By realizing the perfection of the Bhagavatam’s teachings, one 
attains life’s ultimate goal - going back home, back to Godhead, for an eternally sweet life of blissful 
service to Sri Sri Radhika Krishnachandra. 

When a reporter once queried Prabhupada about his successor, Srila Prabhupada, sounding like the 
personification of the voice of eternity, boomed forth, “I shall never die. I will live forever in my 
books.” Srimad Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Nectar of Devotion, Sri Isopanisad, Nectar of 
Instruction, Chaitanya Caritamrta, Krishna Book - “the lawbooks for the next ten thousand years”, 
first appeared in Prabhupada’s rooms at the Radha-Damodara temple. 

THE DREAM 

Gopal Ghosh: “Once I met with Prabhupada and he was sitting on a small mat and he would often 
lean back against the wall. He told me, ‘Gopal, listen to me. At night many times I sit in front of 
Rupa’s samadhi and chant Hari Nam Sankirtan and burn an incense stick. I pray to Rupa Goswami 
everyday that, “If you are truth, and this place is truth, then please show me your face and your 
grace, so that I can feel your grace.” I feel that Rupa Goswami’s immortal grace is flowing. But the 
general mass of people cannot receive it. They just bow their heads there every day. But I am feeling 
that Rupa Goswami is here and is hearing everything. And Rupa Goswami told me in a dream that 
great work will be done by you. He also said you should always chant Chaitanya Caritamrta and 
Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu, and that I will be right behind you.’” 

RENOUNCED 

Narayan Maharaj: “I would visit Stila Prabhupada many times while he was staying at Radha- 
Damodara temple between 1962-1964. One time I went there and he was sitting on the floor on a 
torn quilt. After sitting down on my chaddar, we both discussed the Srimad Bhagavatam. There was 
no bed in Prabhupada’s room, he was sleeping on the floor.” 

BACK TO GODHEAD 

Satsvarupa das Goswami: “Srila Prabhupada told the story of a Bengali widow who walked to the 
Yamuna River every morning to bathe, and return with a pot of Yamuna water for Radha- 
Damodara’s bath. Sometimes Srila Prabhupada would open the temple gate for her. Srila 
Prabhupada said she would go back to Godhead for this activity.” (SPL IVp. 155) 

A BRIJB ASI’S VIEW 

Banwari Lai Pathak: “I met Srila Prabhupada at a function with the Governor of U.P., Biswanatha 
das, at 1962. People of Vrindavan at the time thought of Srila Prabhupada as a great scholar of 
Vrindavan and a great philosopher. He writes very good English, Hindi, Sanskrit, and Bengali. We 
had great regard for him but didn’t know that this man will become one of the greatest men of the 
universe after some time.” 

YAMUNA SIDE 

Gopal Ghosh: “I saw Srila Prabhupada on the bank of the Yamuna River one time. His danda was 
stuck in the sand, and he was playing karatals and chanting Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna 
Krishna Hare Hare.” 
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EVENING PARIKRAMA 

Gopal Ghosh: “When Prabhupada was going to visit Vrindavan’s main temples, he would play 
kartals and perform kirtan along the way. Once at the new Radha-Govinda temple, I heard 
Prabhupada singly very nicely the full stotras (verses) from Brahma Samhita, ‘Govindam adi 
purusam,’and he was dancing just slightly.” 

PARKER PEN PASTIME 

Gopal Ghosh: “Once I visited Prabhupada in his room at Radha-Damodara in 1960. He was a 
sannyasi and sitting on the floor at a small desk, writing a Bengali Gita with an American Parker 
fountain pen. Prabhupada held up the pen to show me and told in Bengali ‘Par-kar’. In Bengali, Par 
- means bhava sagar, the ocean of birth and death. And kar - means to cross over the river by boat. 
Then Prabhupada said, ‘So Gopalji, by always doing Hari Nam Sankirtan, Lord Krishna will carry 
you across the ocean of repeated birth and death.’” 

PREACHING 

Gopal Ghosh: “In 1959, Prabhupada was a sannyasi and I visited him along with a few sannyasis 
from the Ram Krishna Mission. Prabhupada spoke in English for several hours, but I didn’t stay 
because I wanted to hear some Gauranga lila kirtan being performed in the Radha-Damodara 
temple.” 

AFFECTIONATE FATHER 

Gopal Ghosh: “Prabhupada loved the small children. I remember one evening sitting with 
Prabhupada on his veranda. The Brijbasi boys and girls were always playing in the temple courtyard, 
and sometimes they would come near Prabhupada and say, ‘Baba, Baba,’ and just dance and laugh. 
Prabhupada would then call them over and give them all prasadam sweets.” 


Thus ends Sri Sri Prema Bhakti-candrika composed by Srila Narottama dasa Thakura. 

PBC: Appendix One 
Appendix One 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna is eternal, full of knowledge and blissful. The 
impersonal Brahman is the effulgence of His body. The Supersoul is His plenary portion, and 
Narayana, the Lord of Vaikuntha, is His opulent feature. He possesses three principal potencies. 
These potencies are known as the internal potency, the marginal potency and the external potency. 
Among them, the internal potency is the highest. Another name of this potency is the spiritual 
potency. This spiritual potency is, however, divided into three categories; hladinl, sandhini and 
samvit. 

Among these categories, the hladinl sakti is the topmost. Although Sri Krsna is the embodiment of 
transcendental bliss, He enjoys transcendental happiness through this hladinl sakti which also make 
the devotees enjoy. This hladinl potency helps Krsna enjoy in two ways. In one form, as an internal 
potency itself, and in another form as the predominating Deity of this energy, in other words, as Sri 
Radhika. The feature of mahabhava is Sri Radhika. Sri Radhika is the shelter of mahabhava, and 
each of Her limbs are decorated with the symptoms of mahabhava. It is stated in Caitanya 
Caritamrta Adi Lila 4.68, 69 & 71: 
hladinlra sara ‘prema’, prema-sara ‘bhava’ 
bhavera parama-kastha, nama-‘maha-bhava’ 

“The essence of the hladini potency is love of God, the essence of love of God is emotion [bhava], 
and the ultimate development of emotion is mahabhava.” 
mahabhava-svarupa srl-radha-thakuranl 
sarva-guna-khani krsna-kanta-siromani 

“Sri Radha ThakuranI is the embodiment of mahabhava. She is the repository of all good qualities 
and the crest jewel among all the lovely consorts of Lord Krsna.” 
krsna-prema-bhavita yanra cittendriya-kaya 
krsna-nija-sakti radha krldara sahaya 
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“Her mind, senses and body are steeped in love for Krsna. She is Krsna’s own energy, and She helps 
Him in His pastimes.” 

Sri Radhika, the personification of mahabhava, in order to please Krsna, the reservoir of all 
pleasures, accepts various transcendental ingredients of love. Again, in order to please Krsna further 
and to serve Him separately with various mellows, She expands Herself as the innumerable gopis of 
Braja. These damsels of Braja are directly bodily limbs of Sri Radhika, just as Krsna is the shelter 
and origin of all incarnations. Sri Radhika is the shelter and origin of all gopis of Braja headed by 
Lalita and Candravali. Sri Radhika is the ocean of loving mellows or mahabhava. The sakhis of 
Braja are divided into four sections which are: bipaksa or opposition such as Candravali, tatastha 
paksa or neutral such as Bhadra, Suhit paksa or well-wishers such as Syamala and Sapaksa or those 
in the group of Radhika such as sakhis headed by Lalita. 

PBC: Appendix Two 
Appendix Two 

The sakhis are of five kinds: they are known as sakhis, nitya-sakhis, prana-sakhis priya-sakhis and 
parama-prestha-sakhis. Among them, some are equally affectionate towards Radha and Krsna, 
while some are crookedly affectionate towards Them. Kusumita, Vindhya, Kund alata, and 
Dhanistha are known as sakhis. They are more affectionate towards Sri Krsna. Kasturi, Mani- 
manjari, etc., are nitya-sakhis, and they are more affectionate towards Sri Radhika. Therefore, they 
are counted among the crookedly affectionate sakhis. Sasti-manjari, Vasanti, Lasika etc., are called 
prana-sakhis. Sumadhya, Madana-lasa, etc., are called priya-sakhis. The eight sakhis such as Lalita, 
Visakha etc., are called param-prestha sakhis. Although these eight sakhis are equally affectionate 
towards Radha and Krsna, still sometimes they are more affectionate towards Sri Radhika. 
Descriptions of the Colors and Dresses of the Sakhis 

Lalita: (Svarupa Damodara in gaura-lila); her other name is Anuradha. Her complexion is beautiful 
bright yellow (gorocana). Her dress is the color of peacock feathers. Her mother’s name is Saradi. 
Her father’s name is Bisoka. Her so-called husband is Bhairava. She is of a sharp and contrary 
nature. She is twenty-seven days older than Radhika. Her services include offering betel nuts and 
camphor. She resides in Lalitananda Kunja, which resembles the colour of lightning. Her residence 
is situated on the northern-side of the lotus shaped Yogapitha consisting of eight petals. 
Ratnaprabha, Ratikeli, Subhadra, Bhadrarekhika, Sumukhi, Dhanistha, Kalahamsi and Kalapini 
belong to her group. 

Visakha: (Raya Ramananda in gaura-lila); her complexion is cream-colored with a tinge of red. Her 
dress is bedecked with stars. She is a niece of Jatila. Her mother’s name is Daksina. Her father’s 
name is Pawan. Her so-called husband is Bahika. Her nature is marginal. She was born the same 
time as Radhika. Her service is to decorate Radha and Krsna with cloths and ornaments. She resides 
in cloud-colored Visakhananda Kunja on the northern side of Yogapitha. Madhavi, Malati, 
Chandralekha, Kunjarl, Harini, Chapala, Surabi, and Subanana belong to her group. 

Chitra: (Govindananda in gaura-lila); she has a beautiful saffron complexion. Her dress is crystalline 
in color. Her mother’s name is Charbika. Her father’s name is Chatura, who is the cousin of King 
Vrsabhanu. Her so-called husband is Pithra. She has a gentle nature. She is twenty-six days younger 
than Radharani. Her service is to offer garlands of cloves to Radha and Krsna. She resides in 
wonderful Chitrananda Kunja, situated on the eastern part of the Yogapitha. Rasalika, Tilakini, 
Sourasem, Sugandhika, Ramila, Kamanagari, Nagari, and Nagabelika belong to her group. 
Indurekha: (Basu Ramananda in gaura-lila); her complexion is of greenish yellow, her dress is like 
pomegranate flowers. Her mother’s name is Bela, her father’s name is Sagar. Her so-called husband 
is Durbala. She has a contrary nature. She is three days younger than Radharani. Her service is to 
offer honey. She resides in golden-colored Purnedra Kunja on the south-eastern petal of the 
Yogapitha. Tungabhadra, Rasatunga, Rangawati, Sumangala, Chitralekha, Vichitrangi, Modani, and 
Madanalasa are the sakhis that belong to her group. 

Champakalata: (Sivananda Sen in gaura-lila); her complexion is like the champaka flower. Her dress 
is like the Casa bird. Her mother’s name is Vatika, her father’s name is Arama. Her so-called 
husband is Chandaksa. Her nature is mild and gentle. She is one day younger than Radharani. Her 
service is offering jewels and the camara. She resides in Kamalata Kunja situated on the southern 
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petal of the Yogapitha. In her group are: Kurungaksi, Sucharita, Manjali, Manikundala, Chandrika, 
Chandralatika, Kandukaksi, and Sumandira. 

Rangadevi: (Govinda Gosh in gaura-llla); her complexion is like that of a lotus flower. Her dress is 
the color of hibiscus flower. Her mother’s name is Karuna, her father’s name is Ranga-sara. Her so- 
called husband is Vakreksana. Her nature is medium-contrary. She is seventeen days younger than 
Radharanl. Her service is offering sandalwood pulp. She resides in bluish Rangadevl-kunja situated 
on the south-western petal of the Yogapitha. The following sakhis belong to her group: Kalakanthi, 
Sasikala, Kamala, Madhura, Indira, Kandarpa Sundari, Kamalatika and Prema-manjari. 

Tungavidya: (Vakresvara Pandita in gaura-llla); her complexion is like kurhkum mixed with 
camphor and sandalwood. She dresses in yellow garments. Her mother’s name is Medha. Her 
father’s name is Pauskara. Her so-called husband is Valish. Her nature is most liberal. She is five 
days younger than Radharanl. Her service is singing and dancing. She resides in orange colored 
Tungavidya-kunja situated on the western petal of Yogapitha. Manjumedha, Sumadhura, 

Sumadhya, Madhureksana, Tanumadhya, Madhusyanda, Gunachuda, and Barangada sakhis belong 
to her group. 

Sudevi: (Vasudeva Ghosh in gaura-llla); the twin sister of Rangadevi. Her complexion and dress is 
the same as Rangadevi. Her so-called husband is the younger brother of Vakreksana. She has a 
sharp, contrary nature. Her service is offering water. She resides in yellow-colored Sudevi-kunja 
situated on the north-western petals of the Yogapitha. Kaveri, Charukabara, Sukesi, Manjukuhi, 
Harahira, Mahahira, Hara-kanti, and Manohara sakhis belong to her group. 

PBC: Appendix Three 
Appendix Three 

Descriptions of the Color and Dresses of the Manjaris 

Sri Rupa manjari: (Srila Rupa Gosvami in gaura-llla); her complexion is beautiful bright yellow 
(gorocana). Her dress is the color of a peacock feather; her service is offering golden colored betel- 
nuts. She resides in Rupollasa Kunja, situated on the north of Lalita Kunja. 

Rati manjari: (Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami in gaura-lila); another name is Tulasi Manjari. Some 
people call her Bhanumati Manjari. Her complexion is like the flash of lightening. Her dress is 
bedecked with stars. Her service is massaging the feet of Radha and Krsna. She resides in 
Ratyamubuja Kunja situtated on the south of Indurekha Kunja. 

Lavanga manjari: (Srila Sanatana Gosvami in gaura-lila); another name is Rati Manjari. Her 
complexion resembles lightening. Her dress is bedecked with stars. Her service is offering garlands 
of cloves. She resides in Lavanga Kunja, situated on the east of Tungavidya Kunja. Another name is 
Lila Manjari. 

Manjulali: (Srila Lokanatha Gosvami in gaura-lila); her complexion is like molten gold. Her dress is 
bright red. Her service is dressing Radha and Krsna. She resides in Lilananda Kunja situated on the 
north of Visakha Kunja. Her other name is Lila Manjari. 

Rasa manjari: (Srila Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami in gaura-lila); her complexion is like the campaka 
flower. Her dress is made of the features of swans. Her service is painting. She resides in Rasananda 
Kunja situated on the east of Chitra-kunja. 

Kasturi manjari: (Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami in gaura-lila); her complexion is like pure gold. 
Her dress is crystalline. Her service is offering sandalwood pulp. She resides in Kasturi-ananda 
Kunja, situated on the north of Sudevi Kunja. 

Gua manjari: (Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami in gaura-lila); her complexion is like a flash of 
lightening. Her dress is like the color of the hibiscus flower. Her service is offering water to Radha 
and Krsna. She resides in Gunananda Kunja situated on the north-east of Champakalata Kunja. 
Vilasa manjari: (Srila Jiva Gosvami in gaura-lila); her complexion is like the golden pine flower. Her 
dress resembles the bees. Her service is applying maskara on Radha and Krsna. She resides in 
Vilasananda Kunja, situated on the west of Rangadevi Kunja. 
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Sii Kisna 
(GouraiHari, 
Ha rinano) 


Sii Rad ha 
| Goura.HarT* bhava, 
Gadadhara, Srinara) 


Sii Raiigadevi 

(Govlnda Ghosa) 


Sii Laltta 

(Rarananda 

Raya) 


Sii VRakha 

(Svarupa 

Damodara) 


Sii InduJekha 

|Vaiu Rarananda) 


Sii Campakaiaia 
(Slvanaida Sma) 


Sii Tungavldya 
|FnMiodaianda 
Saraavaf) 


Sii Slide vi 

(Vaiudcva Ghoa) 


SiiCHia 

(Govlndsianda 

Thalura) 


Sii Riipa 

I Sn Rtjol 


Sii Rail, Rasa 

(Sri Raflwnafia Daia) 


Sii Manjuiafi 

(Sri Lolanaftia) 


Sii Lavaiiga 

(Sri Sanatna) 


Sii Kasimi 
(Sri Kisn^aia 
Kavtraja) 


Sii viiasa 

(Sri Jiva) 


Sii Ruga 
(Sri Raflminatia 
Bhatfa) 


Sii Ajiaiiga, Guia 

(Sri Gopala Bhatb) 
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